
Alumni Spotlight: April Heyward, '13 
Posted September 28, 2017 In News 

April Heyward isn't just an alumna of the research administration 

program - she's also an integral part of its history. Heyward was 

one of the first students who graduated from the program in 2013. 

Now, she's using her experience to shape the program's future as 

a member of the research administration advisory board. In honor 

of National Research Administrator Day, Heyward shared her 

thoughts on her career, her education, and her time spent at UCF. 

Tell us about the EPSCoR/IDeA program and your duties as the 

program manager. 

The Established Program to Stimulate Competitive Research is a science-driven, state-based 

National Science Foundation program. South Carolina has been an EPSCoR state since 1980. As the 

program manager of the EPSCoR Program in South Carolina, I strive to increase research 

capabilities, research competitiveness, and the STEM workforce pipeline in South Carolina. I 

achieve the aforementioned goals by working with the K-12 sector, technical and community 

colleges, predominately undergraduate institutions, historically black colleges and universities, 

comprehensive research universities, research institutes, and small businesses in South Carolina. 

My aim is to engage and expose K-12 students to STEM so they become STEM majors. 

What do you love most about your job? 

What I love most about my work is the variety in my work. I work with so many different 

stakeholders across South Carolina. Each stakeholder has different needs and I work to provide 

resources to meet their needs. For example, a predominately undergraduate institution has 

different needs than a comprehensive research university. How can I meet faculty at 

predominantly undergraduate institutions where they are? If they are not able to be research 

productive during the academic year, then I need to develop a funding program to build research 

capacity and productivity during the summer when there is more time. 
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