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Vicky Zygouris-Coe, Professor of Reading Education
UCF College of Education and Human Performance 
Literacy Symposium Organizer and Committee Chair 
vzygouri@ucf.edu, 407-823-0386
Welcome to the 19th Annual University of Central Florida College of Education and 
Human Performance Literacy Symposium. Each year we invite exemplary national, state, 
and local speakers to share their work on literacy policy, research, and practice. This 
event prides itself on being at the forefront of literacy learning in Florida. Thank you for 
choosing the UCF Literacy Symposium as a literacy professional development vehicle to 
connect, share, learn, and inspire.

The UCF College of Education and Human Performance faculty, administration, staff, and 
students are dedicated to excellence in teaching, research, and professional service. Thank 
you for participating in this year’s literacy symposium. We look forward to providing you 
with invaluable tools for improving literacy instruction, student learning, and preparing 
students for college and career readiness. We hope to see you again next year!

Pamela “Sissi” Carroll, Dean
UCF College of Education and Human Performance
pamela.carroll@ucf.edu
Welcome to the University of Central Florida campus, the College of Education and Human 
Performance, and the 19th Annual Literacy Symposium! This is a great time to join an 
amazing group of faculty, students, and staff to explore ideas for expanding the impact of 
literacy instruction and research. As a former teacher of students in middle and high school 
English and language arts classes, and an English Education professor with a penchant for 
young adult books and writing, I am especially happy to have the opportunity to work 
alongside leading experts in the field who are here among our UCF faculty. 

I hope that you will find that the Literacy Symposium offers you new insights about the 
power of print and non-print literacies, challenges some of your conceptions, and leaves 
you with new enthusiasm for your own teaching and learning. Thank you for joining us!

Michael Hynes, School Director
UCF College of Education and Human Performance 
School of Teaching, Learning, and Leadership
michael.hynes@ucf.edu, 407-823-1768 or 407-823-2005
Welcome. On behalf of the UCF College of Education and Human Performance and 
the School of Teaching, Learning, and Leadership, we are pleased to have you here 
today and hope that you enjoy this event. We did our best to provide you with valuable 
opportunities to connect, share, learn, and inspire. Enjoy, and join us again next year to 
continue the dialogue with our faculty and students about supporting the literacy needs 
of teachers and students in Florida.

WELCOME
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OVERVIEW OF CONFERENCE SCHEDULE
TIME ACTIVITY
8:00 - 9:00AM Registration

Education Complex Gymnasium 
9:00 - 9:15AM Welcome and Jessica Solano, 2017 Florida Teacher of the Year

Solving for Why
Education Complex Gymnasium

9:15 - 10:00AM KEYNOTE: Janet Allen, National Literacy Scholar
Strong and Solid Walls: Interventions that Create Confident 
and Competent Readers and Writers
Education Complex Gymnasium

10:00 - 10:15AM Transition
10:15 - 11:00AM Concurrent Sessions

UCF Teaching Academy (TA), Education Complex (ED), 
and the Morgridge International Reading Center (MIRC)

11:00AM - 12:00PM Lunch on your own
12:00 - 12:45PM KEYNOTE: Katherine McKnight, National Louis University 

Growth Mindset for Teachers and Students: Improving School Success in Literacy
Education Complex Gymnasium

12:45 - 1:00PM Transition
1:00 - 1:45PM Concurrent Sessions

UCF Teaching Academy (TA), Education Complex (ED), 
and the Morgridge International Reading Center (MIRC)

1:45 - 2:00PM Transition
2:00 - 2:45PM Concurrent Sessions

UCF Teaching Academy (TA), Education Complex (ED), 
and the Morgridge International Reading Center (MIRC)

2:45 - 3:00PM Transition
3:00 - 3:45PM KEYNOTE: Joyce Little, Key2ED 

The Facilitated IEP Meeting Process
Education Complex Gymnasium



LITERACY
SYMPOSIUM

19th Annual

ED = Education Complex; MIRC = Morgridge International Reading Center; TA = Teaching Academy

4

Parking 
Garage I

Education
Complex

(ED)

Teaching 
Academy

(TA)

Morgridge 
International 

Reading Center 
(MIRC)

Parking 
Garage A

MAP

UCF Literacy Symposium Check-in/Registration



LITERACY
SYMPOSIUM

19th Annual

ED = Education Complex; MIRC = Morgridge International Reading Center; TA = Teaching Academy

5

9:00 a.m. – 9:15 a.m.

Keynote Jessica Solano
2017 Florida Teacher of the Year 
Highlands Grove Elementary School, Polk County Public Schools
Solving for Why
Education Complex Gymnasium

9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

Keynote Janet Allen
National Literacy Scholar
Strong and Solid Walls: Interventions that Create 
Confident and Competent Readers and Writers
Education Complex Gymnasium

10:00 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. 
Transition

Concurrent Sessions (1) 
10:15 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

Improv in the Classroom: Developing Literacy Skills and Content Knowledge
Based on Dr. McKnight’s co-authored book, The Second City Guide to Improv in the Classroom: Using 
Improvisation to Teach Skills and Boost Learning.  Most people know The Second City as an innovative 
school for improvisation that has turned out leading talents such as Alan Arkin, Bill Murray, Stephen 
Colbert, and Tina Fey. This groundbreaking company has also trained thousands of educators and 
students through its Improvisation for Creative Pedagogy program, which uses improv exercises to teach 
a wide variety of content areas and boost skills that are crucial for student learning.
Katherine McKnight, National Louis University
Audience: All
Room: ED Gym 
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5 Strategies for Developing a Comprehensive Literacy Program in Your School or 
Classroom
Rigorous instruction goes beyond skills-based practice; true rigor requires depth. For students to survive 
and get ahead in today’s world, they need to engage in complex cognitive tasks that extend past basic 
recall and understanding.
Danielle Siegel, ThinkCERCA
Audience: 6-12
Room: ED 190

Biology Bob:  Songs that Teach about Vertebrate Animals
Come join Biology Bob as he sings songs about vertebrate animals.  Highlighted songs will be: “I’m A 
Frog”, “The Pink Pig Blues”, “Little Baby Possum”, “Mammal Jammin’”, “Ralph the Giraffe”, and others.  
This presentation integrates reading, writing, music, communication skills and science content in a fun, 
informal, and engaging way.
Robert M. Everett, University of Central Florida
Audience: K-5
Room: ED 208

Backward Planning Model Designed for Educators and Students 
Whether you are an administrator, educator, student, parent, or community member this presentation 
can benefit you.  Backward Planning Model is an efficient and effective way to set clear and concise goals 
prior to any task by beginning with the end goal in mind.  Participants will receive information and 
templates to immediately apply in their professional and personal lives.  It is a win-win situation if you 
attend.
Candice McCoy, Martin County Schools
Audience: All
Room: ED 305

Best Practices in Foundational Skills Instruction
In this session, we will frame our discussions around the key principles of best practices in teaching 
foundational skills.  Providing students with systematic foundational skills instruction is essential for 
many students and has been proven to accelerate students’ reading development.  Effective foundational 
skills instruction meets students at their point of need and is often most effective when done in small 
groups where students are grouped by need.
Jolynn Bernard, Center for the Collaborative Classroom
Katy Cortelyou, Center for the Collaborative Classroom
Audience: K-5
Room: TA 102
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Becoming a Literacy Superhero:  Ideas for Parents of Middle School Students 
This session explores ideas for engaging parents in supporting their middle school children with 
acquiring literacy skills and an appreciation for reading.  Participants will engage in collaborative 
conversations and activities that examine ideas and model strategies that teachers can use with parents 
and students.
Pam Ferrante, Seminole County Public Schools
Lauren Hamilton, Seminole County Public Schools
Audience: 6-8
Room: TA 110

Discipline “SMARTR”, Not Harder - Making Every Minute Count in the 
Classroom 
Tired of classroom management gimmicks that don’t work?  Learn strategies that can reduce 70-80% 
of low level discipline problems in the classroom.  Enjoy a calmer teaching environment and regain 5-9 
hours of lost instruction time per week. Implement strategies that will allow you to cover up to 30% more 
content in your classroom this year!
Lori Heller, Center for Teacher Effectiveness
Audience: All
Room: TA 117

Now That’s a Good Question for Disciplinary Literacy! 
Learn how to develop good questions that will challenge students to comprehend, critique, compose, and 
create complex literary and informational texts.
Erik Francis, Maverik Education LLC
Audience: 6-12
Room: TA 130

Breaking the Code:  Navigating the Sound and Meaning Layers of Words
Engages participants in word play while exploring how words work with emphasis on meaning and 
sound structures and special focus on multisyllabic words.  Demonstrates intervention strategies; 
includes miscue analysis; addresses decoding elements: syllables, morphemes, onsets, rimes, digraphs, 
blends, consonants, vowel patterns, diphthongs, and more!
Karri Williams, Associate Professor, University of Central Florida
Beth Warren, Brevard County Schools
Carla Cundiff, Indian River County Schools
Audience: K-8
Room: TA 201
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Literacy Coaching Colleagues to Improve Tier 2 and 3 Instruction
This multimedia interactive session will focus on what it takes to improve instruction in a Multi-Tier 
System of Supports in tier 2 and 3.  Video recorded lessons will be used to develop a common language 
and shared experiences to dissect intervention lessons through the lens of how students learn. 
Enrique A. Puig, Director, UCF Morgridge International Reading Center
Audience: All
Room: TA 202A

Mentoring Authors Experience: A Strategy to Build Knowledge of Information 
Literacy and Text Structure with Diverse Elementary English Learners
This engaging instructional approach incorporating reading, writing, building academic vocabulary, the 
use of technology, and art encourages creativity and supports English Learners to achieve the challenge of 
meeting the Florida Language Arts Standards on informational text.
Joyce Fine, Florida International University
Helen Robbins, Florida International University
Audience: K-5
Room: TA 202B

Empowering Teachers to Provide Evidence-Based Literacy Instruction and 
Intervention in the Classroom: What can Coaches and Administrators Do?
Coaches and administrators are in unique positions to create a school culture that empowers teachers to 
provide effective instruction and intervention.  Supporting teachers is critical.  Even the most seasoned 
teachers face challenges in evaluating, selecting, and implementing interventions.  Learn the challenges 
facing teachers and strategies to help improve student outcomes.
Dena Slanda, University of Central Florida
Jennifer Anton, University of Central Florida
Audience: All
Room: TA 301

Enriching the Curriculum for Advanced and High Achieving Students 
There is so much focus on supporting our struggling learners, we must not forget that we need to also 
continue to move our high achieving students forward.  This presentation will focus on ways to meet the 
literacy needs of those Gifted and High Achieving students within the regular education classroom.  Ideas 
and strategies for enrichment, challenge, rigor, and extensions of the curriculum will be shared.
Judy Lindquist, Orange County Public Schools
Audience: K-5
Room: TA 303
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A Situational Environmental Circumstances(SEC) Mentoring Model: From “At 
Risk” to “Of Promise” for Elementary-Aged African American Males
The University of Central Florida’s College of Education and Human Performance was invited to 
participate in a three year research intervention initiative, along with nine other state colleges and 
universities, with the goal of increasing the academic achievement of African American males in grades 3 
to 5, while improving their school attendance, and curtailing disruptive and/or inappropriate behavior.  
Funded through the Department of Justice (DOJ), mentoring by college students with these students, 
initial research will be presented that is focused toward attacking high-risk delinquency rates within 
youth populations in underserved communities in low-performing schools.
S. Kent Butler, University of Central Florida
Martha S. Lue Stewart, University of Central Florida
Nevin Heard, University of Central Florida
Audience: K-5
Room: TA 304

Using Istation to Become an MTSS Master
In this session, you’ll learn how Monroe County School District is using their Istation Reading Reports 
and Resources as a one-stop-shop for tiered interventions for their students.  Participants in this session 
will see how Monroe County teachers (1) interpret Istation data to set measurable goals for students 
and create intervention skill groups, (2) locate Istation lessons and resources for each skill group, (3) 
provide quick documentation of delivered teacher-directed interventions, (4) monitor student progress 
via Istation’s On-Demand Assessment feature, and (5) measure the effectiveness of teacher-directed 
interventions on student achievement.  Monroe County elementary students receive Istation Reading and 
Reading en Espanol via the UCF MIRC - Istation Project, a state-funded grant exploring Istation’s impact 
on reading achievement.  Session attendees will learn how they can enroll their school(s) in the UCF 
MIRC - Istation Project Grant.
Gretchen Territo, Regional Director, Florida Territories, Istation 
Audience: All
Room: MIRC Global Communications Room

Seeing through the Trees: Tried and True Comprehension Strategies that Support 
the Standards
Participants will explore ways to support the standards while ensuring the successful integration of 
research-based comprehension strategies.  The use of a multi-genre text set will be used to demonstrate 
the ways in which teachers can scaffold students’ comprehension towards mastery of the standards.
Tammy Stafford, Polk County Public Schools
Analexis Kennedy, University of Central Florida
Audience: 3-8
Room: MIRC Gallery Station #1
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Tackling the Un-Seen and Un-Heard Aspects of Reading Development
Despite the fact that almost all reading is silent, there are very few tools to truly develop silent reading 
fluency.  There is a way to address this important and critical aspect of reading skills development while 
ensuring students become successful readers.
Adam Hodges, Educational Learning Systems, Inc.
Joanie Musse, Educational Learning Systems, Inc.
Audience: All
Room: MIRC Gallery Station #2

Fake News For Real Students: Teaching Critical Media Literacy In A Digital Age
With the digital innovations and political landscape of the 21st century, critical media literacy is more 
important than ever.  This presentation will explore qualitative data from a study exploring critical media 
literacy, specifically Fake news in preservice teacher education.  It will also provide strategies educators 
can use with K-12 students.
Nicole Damico, University of Central Florida
Sarah Land, University of Central Florida
Audience: All
Room: MIRC Gallery #3

The Importance of Teaching with 21st Century Literacies Using Graphic Novels
This session will focus on why it is critical for 21st century educators to have a solid historical and 
pedagogical understanding of the graphic novel’s seismic relevance as a 21st literary-level text.  Attendees 
will receive a historical overview of the history of literacy education and the parallel rising relevancy of 
the graphic novel.  Handouts will highlight the historical overview, strategies and terminology tools for 
teaching graphic novels, and recommendations for K - 12 grade levels.
Katie Monnin, University of North Florida
Audience: All
Room: MIRC Gallery Station #4

Literacy and PoP-up Makerspaces: Building Cross-Cutting 21st Century Skills
Our session explores the intersection of literacy and Makerspaces for the literacy educator.  From 
writing, to presenting literacy skills are an integral part of these traditional STEM learning spaces.  The 
transdisciplinary nature of these exploratory learning spaces can be harnessed to provide all learners 
opportunities to succeed in literacy while building other 21st Century skills.
Laurie  O. Campbell, University of Central Florida
Audience: K-8
Room: MIRC Gallery Station #5

Lunch (on your own) 
11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
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12:00 p.m. – 12:45 p.m.

Keynote Katherine McKnight
National Louis University
Growth Mindset for Teachers and Students: 
Improving School Success in Literacy
Education Complex Gymnasium

Concurrent Sessions (2) 
1:00 a.m. – 1:45 p.m.

Evidence-Based Resources For Improving Literacy Instruction From The Florida 
Center For Reading Research
The Florida Center for Reading Research provides free evidence-based resources to improve literacy 
instruction. These resources are developed through federal and state funding to support educators in 
Florida.
Kevin Smith, Florida Center for Reading Research
Nathan Archer, Florida Center for Reading Research
Jimmy Cole, Florida State University
Audience: All
Room: ED Gym

Empowering Students Through a Growth Mindset
Unlock the key to motivating your students by exposing them to the power of a Growth Mindset!  
Audience members will be introduced to the basic principles of Growth Mindset and will be given tips 
for integrating it into their classrooms to help create a culture focused on learning from mistakes and 
valuing effort over talent.
Jessica Solano, 2017 Florida Teacher of the Year
Audience: All
Room: ED 190

The Coaching Partnership: Responding to Challenges of Improved Learning 
Outcomes
Carol and Rose will engage participants in thoughtful ways to help all in the partnership to understand 
and refine their roles, contribute, and benefit, resulting in improved effectiveness of teachers, coaches, 
and administrators.  Focus of the conversation and ideas generated is on the ultimate goal of the coaching 
partnership to improve student learning outcomes.
Rosemarye Taylor, University of Central Florida
Carol Chanter, University of Central Florida
Audience: All
Room: ED 208
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Successful Interventions . . . On Me!
Teachers are expected to provide interventions.  Learn how Sharon was the one who needed them!  Find 
out how the children who are placed in her class impact her teaching style.  Experience the learning 
process while facing some challenges that students deal with daily.  Engage in learning a different way!
Sharon Hill, Seminole County Public Schools
Audience: K-8
Room: ED 305

Using Tech Tools to Engage ELA and ELL Students
With the push for schools to use technology in classrooms, many educators are stuck on how to use 
them appropriately to engage students.  We are presenting a number of engaging tech tools designed to 
increase literacy and student engagement in ELA classrooms.
Amanda Hutton, Orange County Public Schools
Kelly McCarthy, Orange County Public Schools
Jennifer Williams, Orange County Public Schools
Audience: 6-12
Room: TA 102

Making Text Accessible for Struggling Readers
Reading in disciplinary classes is extremely challenging for students who do not have grade level reading 
skills. This presentation will review issues associated with instruction and remediation of reading 
problems and provide practical technology tools and strategies to compensate for poor reading skills. 
Selected tools will be demonstrated and discussed.
Dave Edyburn, University of Central Florida
Audience: 4-College
Room: TA 110

Reading Aloud to Older Students:  Benefits and Tips
Do you have 6th-12th graders who never enjoyed a book?  You have the power to change that.  Lure them 
to the world of literacy by reading aloud to them.  Research supports that it can improve fluency, writing, 
vocabulary and can transfer to success in other classes all while building community.
Lisa Hollihan Allen, West De Pere, Wisconsin
Audience: 6-12
Room: TA 117

Now That’s a Good Question for Developing Literacy Skills!
Learn how to create good questions that will challenge students to think deeply about the texts and topics 
they are reading and reviewing and also develop and demonstrate understanding of the concepts of print 
and conventions of language.
Erik Francis, Maverik Education LLC
Audience: K-5
Room: TA 130
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Conferring Data: Utilizing Individual Reading Conferences to Plan for and 
Support Instruction that will Benefit All Learners
Learn how conducting individual reading conferences supports instructional decision making in literacy 
instruction.  Conferences are a well-known support for accountability during independent reading; 
however, they also provide qualitative data.  Join us for a rich discussion about conferring data that is 
used to inform planning for small group instruction!
Lenora Forsythe, University of Central Florida
Marni Kay, University of Central Florida
Audience: All
TA 201

How Walter, a Rat Who Loved to Read, Helped Develop Our Culture of Literacy
How does a story about a rat who loves to read support a love of reading for an entire staff?  Follow our 
journey of job-embedded professional learning using a common text to model literacy standards that 
includes standards-based lessons, progression of learning, text-based questions, and high effect strategies. 
Amanda Ellis, Orange County Public Schools
Wanda Carmenate, Orange County Public Schools
Linda Young, Orange County Public Schools
Audience: K-5
Room: TA 202A

Language Sensitive Domain Teaching for Secondary Teachers
Disciplinary literacy requirements pose challenges for many adolescents trying to learn the content of a 
variety of subjects, especially those who struggle with literacy.  A blueprint for secondary content teachers 
to address underlying language/literacy needs of all students will be presented.  This session may be 
of interest to secondary content teachers, EL teachers, literacy coaches and special service providers, 
including special education teachers and speech-language pathologists.
Barbara J. Ehren, University of Central Florida
Audience: 6-12
Room: TA 202B

Differentiating in the Secondary Classroom
Participants will learn why differentiating instruction is important in all content area classes and 
strategies to differentiate instruction in any content area class by focusing on the content students need 
to learn, how information is sequenced and delivered during instruction, and ways in which students 
are assessed during and after instruction.  In addition, participants will learn the significance of student 
learning profiles, the classroom environment, and the role the entities play in meeting the academic needs 
of learners.
Erica Bell-McDowell, Hernando Public County Schools
Audience: 6-12
Room: TA 221
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Literacy in a Flash - Project-Based Professional Learning
School-wide professional learning does not have to be the work of a few.  In this session, we will review 
our district PL project in which all content areas are creating school-wide literacy professional learning 
while supporting students’ learning with easy to implement literacy strategies.
Patti Hunt, Florida Virtual School
Kim Cannamela, Florida Virtual School
Marie Messick, Florida Virtual School
Audience: All
Room: TA 301

Vocabulary and Fluency Activities for English Language Learners: K-12
The number of English Language Learners is growing rapidly in the United States This presentation 
will enhance your toolbox with research-based effective strategies to enhance students’ vocabulary and 
fluency at your school.  You will walk away with resources to use immediately in the classroom.
Candice McCoy, Martin County Public Schools
Audience: All
Room: TA 303

Standards-based Literacy Centers: How do I do that?
Literacy coaches are an asset to teachers in helping to develop small group instruction and find the 
needed resources for success at centers.  This session will allow participants to understand how to make 
the center activities match the rigor of the standards while allowing for needed interventions.
Thania Oller, Polk County Public Schools 
Brieann Peterson, Polk County Public Schools
Audience: K-5
Room: TA 304

Got ELLs? Innovative Lesson Planning and Interventions to Support Secondary 
Literacy
Introduce ELL teachers to a guide to planning and interventions incorporating LAFS and WIDA, and 
explore methods of differentiating the instruction based on students’ level of language acquisition to 
support secondary literacy.
Kelley Houghton, School District of Palm Beach County
Carolina Abreu, School District of Palm Beach County
Audience: 6-12
Room: MIRC Global Communications Room

How to Use Reading Strategies in Core Content Area Courses
Often times we hear “I am not a reading teacher.  Why do I have to this?”  Other times there are teachers 
who use reading strategies incorrectly in which students are not engaged or their needs aren’t being met.  
In reality, all of us are reading teachers except we specialize in a specific content area.  This presentation 
will provide teachers with the resources and strategies on how to implement reading strategies in their 
core content area classrooms.
Vanessa Diaz, Orange County Public Schools
Audience: 6-12
Room: MIRC Gallery Station #1 
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Training Confident, Creative Authors
Using Core Connections’ proven strategies, participants will be empowered to synthesize details from 
complex texts, organize their thoughts into essay structure, and elaborate meaningfully.  By implementing 
this systematic approach in the classroom, teachers will equip intermediate students to confidently write 
clear, creative essays.
Kimberly Hollock, Core Connections
Audience: 3-5
Room: MIRC Gallery Station #2

Text-Based Writing: Where Do We Start?
This session will introduce and review best practices for supporting students through the planning, 
preparing, reading and writing demands of text-based writing tasks. Teachers will be exposed to 
dependable, repeatable and meaningful student-centered strategies that align to, and breakdown, the 
rigorous demands of the LAFS and FSA. Here’s the answer to the question asked by so many students: 
Why do I need to plan?
Bryan Craig Sandala, Palm Beach County Schools
Audience: All
Room: MIRC Gallery Station #3

What’s New in Young Adult Literature and How to Use it in the Classroom
A review of popular and recent books for adolescents and how teachers can use them in their classrooms. 
Emphasis will be on inspiring kids to read in a digitalized world.
Jeffrey Kaplan, University of Central Florida
Audience: 6-12
Room: MIRC Gallery Station #5

1:45 p.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Transition

2:00 p.m. – 2:45 p.m. 
Concurrent Sessions (3)

Facilitated IEPs:   Bring all Stakeholders Together: Small Group Q & A (for school 
staff and administrators or district personnel)
Participants and the presenter will discuss the benefits of the implementation of IEP meeting facilitation.  
The group will dialogue about experiences with IEP facilitation, and have the opportunity to learn about 
the IEP facilitation process.
Joyce Little, Key2Ed, Inc.
Audience: Higher Education
Room: ED Gym
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They CAN Read!  Successful Strategies for Struggling Adolescent Readers 
Any struggling readers in your classes?  Same!  Literacy demands increase exponentially through the 
grades, yet typically schools don’t teach adolescents how to approach difficult materials.  This session will 
help teachers learn to support readers--especially struggling readers--when they encounter challenging 
text.  We’ll go from decoding to fluency to comprehension.
Lisa Hollihan Allen, West De Pere, Wisconsin
Katherine McKnight, National Louis University
Audience: 6-12
Room: ED 190

Building Parent Capacity to Help Struggling Readers
So many parents walk away from parent conference despondent, because while they realize that their 
students are struggling readers, they are not equipped to help. Schools can build parent capacity to help 
their struggling readers.  This session will show participants just how to do so, and increase parental 
academic engagement in their schools.
Andrea Thompson, Parents as Tutors
Ikema Morris, Parents as Tutors
Audience: K-5
Room: ED 305

Comprehension in the Content Areas: The Importance of Literacy in EVERY 
Subject
Literacy instruction is often overlooked after students leave elementary school.  The mottos “learn to 
read” and “read to learn” are often used as if they are mutually exclusive.  Students should be learning 
to read and reading to learn throughout their K-12 education experience.  Comprehension in the 
content areas is tricky--it includes strategies for tackling certain skills, like vocabulary, main ideas, and 
understanding the meaning of complex texts.  Engage in a variety of strategies, tips, and methods for 
creating better readers in all subjects!
Heather Morris, Orange County Public Schools
Sally Shah, Orange County Public Schools 
Audience: 6-12
Room: TA 102

Reading in a Mathematics Context: What Do We Mean by Mathematics 
Language?
To appreciate and understand the language of music you have to experience it from within the world 
of music.  In a similar manner, to understand mathematics you have to experience it within the world 
of mathematics.  Everyday language will not get you anywhere in the world of music or in the world of 
mathematics.  Participants will engage in simulations that illustrate reading in a mathematics context and 
using mathematics as a language.  The simulations will help participants to understand their students’ 
challenges when they try to understand this world of mathematics at any grade level.
Enrique Ortiz, University of Central Florida
Audience: All
Room: TA 110
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Take the T.I.M.E. to Differentiate! (Teach. Inspire. Motivate. Educate.)
Participants will learn how to use T.I.M.E. (Teach, Inspire, Motivate and Educate) as a philosophy 
to reduce the barriers associated with planning differentiated tasks and instruction for students.  
Participants will develop a personal definition of T.I.M.E. that will help them have the right perspective of 
time when planning differentiated lessons.
Shameka Brown, Versity Group Inc.
Audience: K-5
Room: TA 116

Book Tech-Tasting 
Sample the wonderful world of children’s books!  As 21st century learners, students require learning 
opportunities that include technology.  Learn about simple apps and software, like Litsy, QR codes and 
digital storytelling that can inspire and motivate your students to read widely and broadly.
Lee-Anne Trimble Spalding, University of Central Florida
Audience: All
Room: TA 117

Intensive Intervention and Data-Based Individualization: Facilitating Success in 
Literacy for ALL Learners
Teachers, literacy coaches, and administrators meet the challenges daily to teach all of the students in 
their classrooms and schools.  Sharing instructional ideas and new resources for interventions provides 
important techniques for both new and veteran teachers.  Learn about new resources in literacy 
interventions to improve student learning.
Cynthia Pearl, University of Central Florida
Mary Little, University of Central Florida
Audience: All
Room: TA 130

Science Through Storytelling: A Hands-on Approach to Literacy and Science
Learn how hands-on activities and experiments drawn from well-known literary works can generate 
interest in reading and science for children Grades K-5.  Gain insight from the front lines by experienced 
presenters.  Standards-based lesson plans will be shared for you to replicate.
Lauren Mathur, Orange County Library System
Danielle King, Orange County Library System
Audience: K-5
Room: TA 201
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Training Confident, Creative Authors
Using Core Connections’ proven strategies, participants will be empowered to synthesize details from 
complex texts, organize their thoughts into essay structure, and elaborate meaningfully.  By implementing 
this systematic approach in the classroom, teachers will equip students to confidently write clear, 
creative essays.  In every Core Connections training, consultants demonstrate interactive strategies with 
scaffolding to meet the needs of all learners.
Anastasia Peters, Core Connections
Joshua Hall, Core Connections
Kimberly Hollock, Core Connections
Michele Miller, Core Connections
Audience: K-5
Room: TA 202A

The Gap Between ELL Students and Native Speakers in a Middle School 
Classroom 
The purpose of this presentation is to present a look at the existing gap between ELL students and their 
Native English Speaking counterparts in a digital classroom, in a middle school in Florida.  The presenter 
will also inform the audience of an action research study, which will include a possible solution in closing 
the gap in middle schools.  Discussions will follow on how the solutions may be implemented, strengths, 
weakness and implications for all stakeholders, not only at one middle school but all those in the school 
district. 
Shalander Samuels, University of Central Florida
Audience: 6-8
Room: TA 202B

The Literacy Coach - Building Relationships in the 21st Century
With the many demands and constraints on a literacy coach’s time at school, what is essential to success?  
Building relationships is key.  Being able to navigate the line between administrators and teachers can be 
a challenge.  Take away ideas to build your team and feel successful in your role.
Thania Oller, Polk County Public Schools 
Brieann Peterson, Polk County Public Schools
Audience: K-8
Room: TA 203

Honors for all:  De-tracking, young adult literature, and equitable ELA practices
In this presentation, three teachers will share their lessons learned from de-tracking their English courses 
in 8th, 9th, and 10th grade.  Specifically, the presentation will focus on how young adult literature 
supports all students in de-tracked classrooms. The presentation is relevant to classroom teachers, teacher 
educators, and school administrators.
Cody Miller, University of Florida
Jen Cheveallier, University of Florida
Kathleen Yurko, University of Florida
Audience: 6-12
Room: TA 204
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Reducing Anxiety in Elementary Struggling Readers with Animal-Assisted 
Therapy to Increase Reading Fluency
While it has been proven that animal-assisted therapy reduces stress levels, research has been limited on 
how that impacts students’ academic performance.  This single-subject study evaluates the effectiveness 
of animal-assisted therapy on reading fluency in 2nd grade students who are struggling readers.
Jillian Schreffler, University of Central Florida
Audience: K-5
Room: TA 221

Supporting Elementary Science and Social Studies Conceptual Understanding 
Through the Use of Trade Books
This session presents an opportunity for novice intermediate elementary teachers to brainstorm and 
collaboratively discuss ways to find, evaluate and align literature, classroom activities, and state 
standards in both science and social studies.
Melissa Parks, Stetson University
Mary Ellen Oslick, Stetson University
Audience: K-5
Room: TA 222

Family-Based Literacy Interventions for Young Readers
This presentation discusses the importance of family partnership in young children’s foundational 
literacy and executive function skill development.  We will begin with the research rationale behind 
parental and caregiver involvement and move into practical (and affordable!) activities that can be done 
at home.
Karyn Alle-Herndon, University of Central Florida
Annemarie Kaczmarczyk, University of Central Florida
Audience: PreK-2
Room: TA 301

Using the 5E Science Lesson Format to Facilitate Literacy in the Secondary Science 
Classroom
Literacy professionals consistently talk about the importance of adding literacy practices in all disciplines 
area teaching—but many teachers are confused as to just how to do that.  This presentation explores 
how one might implant literacy training and practices into secondary science teaching by embedding 
strategies into the popular 5E Lesson Template used in many science classrooms and textbooks.
Carmen Woodhall, Science Education Specialist
Kay Middleton, East Carolina University
Audience: 9-12
Room: TA 302
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Understanding Your Literacy Coach’s Needs
This session will provide insight and awareness of how to grow and develop your literacy coach.  Either 
in one-on-one or in small group settings a school-based or district-based administrator can provide 
specific professional development tailored to their coach’s needs through the use of observation or 
assessment data.
Adam Ulenski, University of Central Florida
Audience: K-5
Room: TA 303

Outcomes Considered - Using Authentic Task Data to Drive Instruction
Given the current focus on standardized tests, standardized testing data is often the primary, if not the 
only, source of information from which instructional planning decisions are made.  Our District has 
begun exploring the use of rigorous, authentic, standards-based tasks in ELA classrooms as an alternative 
source of planning data.  In this session, we will discuss the logistics of this effort, and ways in which task 
and project-based learning can be used to assess students in meaningful ways and plan instruction to 
meet individual student needs.
Joe Holcombe, School District of Palm Beach County
Audience: 6-12
Room: TA 304

TLE TeachLivE™ Literacy Demonstration
TeachLive is a mixed-reality classroom simulator that uses avatars.  Watch and interact in a mock parent/ 
teacher conference designed to support teachers in effectively sharing assessment data related to reading 
interventions with parents.
Melissa Mitchell, University of Central Florida
The TLE TeachLivE™ Lab
Audience: All
Room: TA 320

Importance of Strong Core Literacy Instruction
When thinking about the Multi-Tiered System of Supports, the first consideration must be the instruction 
that is provided to all students.  We want to provide the high-quality Tier 1 literacy experiences that 
our youngest students need to support them as they develop as strong, independent readers and 
writers.  Tier 1 literacy experiences provide students with scaffolded, teacher-facilitated instruction along 
with opportunities for independent application.  Early literacy instruction includes the combination 
of experiences students have working together as a whole class, in small groups, with a partner, and 
independently.
Jolynn Bernard, Center for the Collaborative Classroom
Katy Cortelyou, Center for the Collaborative Classroom 
Audience: K-5 
Room: TA 322
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A Practical and Effective Approach to Multi-Tiered Systems of Support 
In the dual capacity of K-12 Literacy and MTSS Coordinator for Monroe County School District, I have 
simplified and standardized literacy intervention practices at Tier I and II in order to provide the most 
potent interventions at Tier III.  When teachers have less paperwork and more time to intervene, student 
success is the outcome.  In this session, we will reveal best practices for a simple and effective MTSS at 
each Tier. Through the use of discussion, writing, reading and collaboration, participants will leave with 
implementable interventions and procedures for student literacy success.
Sarah Adams Morton, Monroe County School District
Audience: All
Room: MIRC Global Communications Room

What Can Barnes & Noble Do for You and Your School?
Barnes & Noble is dedicated to the communities we serve.  We know how hard you work to educate the 
children of our community and we want to make sure we provide you with the support you need.  You 
can sign up for your free Educator Discount card, explore fundraising opportunities through our Barnes 
& Noble Bookfair program, review our Makerspace program materials and learn about many other 
services and programs we offer.
Kimberly Galor, Barnes and Noble
Kim Klinkerman, Barnes and Noble
Angie Roix, Banres and Noble
Audience: All
Room: MIRC Gallery Station #1

Creating a Culture of Curiosity: Engaging the Most Reluctant Learners
Curiosity is an innate trait that propels the learning process and decreases the need for extrinsic 
motivators.  During this session, participants will discuss and participate in practices that tend to foster 
curiosity and increase learning.  This session is intended to be interactive with a focus on problem solving 
and shared learning.
Susan Kelly, TJEEI Associate Director
Alisha Weidl, Orange County Public Schools
Audience: All
Room: MIRC Gallery Station #2

Making Virtual Reality a Reality! 
This session will explain how to use Google Expeditions virtual reality field trips to engage students and 
enhance curriculum standards to motivate struggling readers and writers.  Participants will receive tips 
for setting up a virtual reality “lab” and see samples of lessons.
Patience Ciufo, Martin County Public Schools
Monica Pool, Martin County Public Schools
Audience: 6-12
Room: MIRC Gallery Station #3
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Designing Action Research for Literacy Instruction
Action Research is inquiry designed and conducted by practitioners who identify instructional needs in 
their own classrooms, buildings, and/or districts and plan interventions to remediate.  This presentation 
provides educators a clear plan for developing and implementing a focused action research study.  
Participants will learn techniques for narrowing the topic, gathering and cataloging recent research, 
writing the research questions, and designing an action research plan.  Planning documents and useful 
hints will be shared based upon the presenter’s extensive experience as a graduate literacy instructor and 
professional developer.
Cheryl Kreutter, SUNY Geneseo
Audience: All
Room: MIRC Gallery Station #5 

2:45 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Transition

3:00 p.m. – 3:45 p.m.

Keynote Joyce Little
Key2ED
The Facilitated IEP Meeting Process
Education Complex Gymnasium
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THANK YOU PARTICIPANTS AND PRESENTERS
The 19th Annual Literacy Symposium could not have happened 

without the help, time, effort and support of the following collaborators:
Keynote Speakers

Janet Allen, National Literacy Scholar 
Joyce Little, Key2ED 

Katherine McKnight, National Louis University 
Jessica Solano, 2017 Florida Teacher of the Year

UCF College of Education and Human Performance Committee Members
Sandra Carr, Communications Coordinator 

Amy Floyd, Design Coordinator 
Rebeca Grysko, Volunteer Coordinator 

Benie Harris, Assistant Director of Facilities 
Sandra McCall, Events and Logistics Coordinator 

Melissa Mitchell, Event Assistant 
D’Ann Rawlinson, Director of Teaching Academy and College Outreach 

Lourdes Smith, Presenter Coordinator 
Wendy Williams, Web Developer 

Vicky Zygouris-Coe, Event Organizer and Committee Chair

College of Education and Human Performance 
Pamela Carroll, Dean, College of Education and Human Performance 
Michael Hynes, Director, School of Teaching, Learning and Leadership 

Allison Jefferson, Assistant Dean for Administrative and Financial Affairs 
Laurie Campbell, Director, Istation 

Enrique Puig, Director of Morgridge International Reading Center 
Reading Education Faculty

Exhibitors and Location
Barnes & Noble
Chapters Group

Core Connections
Destination Knowledge

Educational Learning Systems
Triumph Learning

UCF College of Education and Human Performance Graduate Affairs



24

Ph.D.
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CONTACT
Vassiliki.Zygouris-Coe@ucf.edu

education.ucf.edu/phd/tracks.cfm

Master
in Education
Reading Education Track

University of Central Florida The Master of Education in Reading Education 
program prepares teachers for certification as 
reading specialists (e.g., reading coach, reading 
expert, reading resource teacher, reading/
language arts supervisor) in grades K-12 in 
public schools and private reading clinics. 
Reading Education is a high-need field. Apply 
for a TEACH Grant to support graduate tuition 
costs. Students pursuing a master’s degree in 
teaching within the identified fields are eligible 
for up to $4,000 per year in grants.

To learn more about the grant and eligible programs, visit 

education.ucf.edu/teach_grad.cfm.
To make an appointment for graduate advising, email 

karri.williams@ucf.edu.
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education.ucf.edu

Morgridge International Reading Center
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Ph.D. in Education, Reading Track
education.ucf.edu/phd/tracks.cfm

Contact: Vassiliki.Zygouris-Coe@ucf.edu

PHOTO DISCLAIMER: Your attendance at the 19th Annual Literacy Symposium implies consent that University 
of Central Florida’s College of Education and Human Performance (CEDHP) may use photos taken of you at the 
event, without restriction, for any publication, exhibit, video, or other print or digital formats. If you prefer not to 
have your photo distributed, please email Amy Floyd at amy.floyd@ucf.edu.

mailto:amy.floyd@ucf.edu

