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The Importance of Literacy in 
EVERY Subject! 



com·pre·hen·sion
noun
the action or capability of understanding something.
“Some won't have the least comprehension of what 
I'm trying to do"
synonyms: understanding, grasp, conception, 
knowledge, awareness



Let’s see how you do! 

Read the excerpt from 
a math textbook, feel 
free to write all over 
the page, whatever 

you need to do to help 
you COMPREHEND 

the text. 



Take a minute to write 
down a quick summary, 

or few sentences about 
what you read. 

Think about this… what 
did you do to help you 
comprehend the text? 



“After grade 4, reading in content areas becomes longer, 
more complex, and more full of content. It also becomes 

increasingly more varied in vocabulary, text structure, 
purpose, and style.” 

(Heller & Greenleaf, 2007) 

“There are approximately 8.7 million 4th through 12th graders in 
America whose chances for academic success are dismal because 

they are unable to read and comprehend the material in their 
textbooks.” 

(Kamil, 2003) 



Content is WHAT you teach

HOW do you teach though? That is 
where you can look to incorporate 

literacy into your instruction. 



What strategies should I share with my students to 
help them become more effective readers and 
independent learners? 

What skills will I need to teach my students in order 
for them to read effectively in my particular content 
area? 

What type of learning environment can I create to 
promote effective reading and learning, even if I 
don’t teach reading? 



Model



Text Features & Visual Information 
Main Idea & Details

Sequence
Cause & Effect

Evaluate Evidence 
Author’s Purpose & Point of View

What might the students need to understand the 
literacy or content you’re presenting ?



Text Types & Challenges in Social Studies



Text Types & Challenges in Science



Text Types & Challenges in Math



This not that….



Set a 
purpose 

for reading! 





CRITICAL 
THINKING

COMMUNICATION

4 C’S OF A 
21ST CENTURY 
CLASSROOM







let’s take a 
closer look at a 

whole lesson







Students will engage in an activity to determine prime 
numbers by experimenting with the Sieve Model.
First, have students read this article to gain background 
information on prime numbers and the Sieve Model. 
Have them highlight and annotate any text that can give 
them information about this topic. 
After discussing what students have learned, give each 
student a hundreds chart and provide directions to 
participate in the Sieve Model Activity.
After completing the activity, have students discuss
these questions with a partner and then give a written
answer. 
What is the difference between a prime number and a 
composite number? Give an example of both.
Do you think this method is the best way to figure out 
which numbers are prime? Why or why not?



your 
turn!



Make connections 
Visualize

Determine importance 
Ask Questions
Metacognition

Make Inferences  

Main Idea & Details
Sequence
Cause & Effect
Evaluate Evidence 
Author’s Purpose & Point of 
View
Text Features & Visual 
Information 

Strategies Skills

What might the students need to 
understand this content?



Important Tips to Think About

ALL TEACHERS are responsible for providing both instruction and supportive 
practice opportunities in content area literacy

Prepare for, and promote quality, open, sustained discussions of reading 
content 

Set high expectations for reading, writing, and speaking

Increase students’ motivation and engagement with reading in your content 
area



Small Campfire- Reflection
Directions for how to campfire:

Relocate to a small area where you can sit together 
with a group of people (like you would sit around the 
campfire to tell stories)
Think about the question or topic presented. One person 
shares out their thoughts. Before the next person 
begins, they need to summarize or repeat what the 
previous person said. This continues until the last person 
has shared, and then the first person summarizes.



Small Campfire- Reflection

How do you feel about content area literacy 
and comprehension? 

Is there anything that resonates with you or 
frustrates you?
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