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What is Dyslexia?
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Dyslexia
• Definition adopted by the International Dyslexia
Association:
“Dyslexia is a specific learning disability that is
neurobiological in origin. It is characterized by difficulties
with accurate and/or fluent word recognition and by poor
spelling and decoding abilities. These difficulties typically
result from a deficit in the phonological component of
language that is often unexpected in relation to other
cognitive abilities and the provision of effective
classroom instruction. Secondary consequences may
include problems in reading comprehension and reduced
reading experience that can impede growth of
vocabulary and background knowledge.”
http://eida.org/definition-of-dyslexia/
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Dyslexia and the IDEA
• 34 CFR 300.8(c)(10)
• Dyslexia is included in the definition of a specific
learning disability under IDEA:
(10) Specific learning disability. (i) General. Specific learning
disability means a disorder in one or more of the basic
psychological processes involved in understanding or in
using language, spoken or written, that may manifest itself
in the imperfect ability to listen, think, speak, read, write,
spell, or to do mathematical calculations, including
conditions such as perceptual disabilities, brain injury,
minimal brain dysfunction, dyslexia, and developmental
aphasia.
www.FLDOE.org
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Dyslexia: What does it look like?
• The most common symptoms associated with dyslexia include
weaknesses in:
•
•
•
•

word reading
word decoding
oral reading fluency
spelling

• In addition, students with dyslexia may have weaknesses in:
•
•
•
•

conventions in writing (orthography)
phonological coding (phonemic awareness)
rapid automatic naming
attention

Information included in the IDA Fact sheet: Understanding Dysgraphia (http://eida.org/understanding-dysgraphia/)
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Dyslexia: What does it look like?
• Additional characteristics of students with dyslexia
may include:
•
•
•
•
•

doesn’t read for pleasure
takes excessive time to complete assignments
difficulties in remembering procedures or formulas
difficulty mastering math facts
difficulty with multi-step directions
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Dyslexia: What does it look like?
• Another common characteristic of students with
dyslexia is weakness in short-term memory (but
often times students exhibit strengths in long-term
memory).
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Timeline of Typical Reading Development

Infancy
Sound and
Language
Processing
Visual
Processing

Pre-K –
Kindergarten

K – 1st Grade
Graphemephoneme
Mapping

Phonological
Processing
Letter
Recognition

Reading of
single words
Reading
sentences and
connected text
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Elementary –
Adolescence
Reading
complex text
Reading Fluency
Reading
Comprehension
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The Dyslexia Paradox

Infancy

Pre-K –
Kindergarten

K – 1st Grade

Window for most effective
intervention.
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Elementary –
Adolescence

Typical window for a
dyslexia diagnosis.
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Best Practices
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Structured Literacy—the new term on the block.
• Structured Literacy prepares students to decode
words in an explicit and systematic way.
• Structured Literacy includes instruction in:
•
•
•
•
•
•

phonology
sound-symbol association
syllable instruction
morphology
syntax
semantics

Information included in the Effective Reading Instruction for Students with Dyslexia fact sheet: https://dyslexiaida.org/effective-reading-instruction/
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Best Practices for Working with Older
Students with Dyslexia
• The Center on Instruction recommends that teaching word
study to older students should include instruction on:
• breaking words into syllable types;
• when and how to read multisyllabic words by blending parts
together;
• recognizing irregular words that do not follow predictable patterns;
• the meanings of common prefixes, suffixes, inflectional endings,
and roots;
• Instruction should include ways in which words relate to each other (for
example, trans: transfer, translate, transform, translation).

• how to break words into word parts and to combine word parts to
create words based on their roots, bases, or other features; and
• how and when to use structural analysis to decode unknown words.
Information included in the Adolescents and Adults with Dyslexia fact sheet: http://eida.org/adolescents-and-adults-with-dyslexia-fact-sheet/.
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Additional Best Practices:

• Students with dyslexia need to be taught
spelling rules!
• Incorporate multi-sensory strategies.
• Plan instruction using universal design for
learning (UDL) guidelines.
• Differentiate instruction.

www.FLDOE.org

13

Multisensory Instruction
• The International Dyslexia Association defines multisensory
instruction as:

Multisensory learning involves the use of
visual, auditory, and kinesthetic-tactile
pathways simultaneously to enhance
memory and learning of
written language.
https://dyslexiaida.org/multisensory-structured-language-teaching/
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Simultaneous Multisensory Instruction
• The International Dyslexia Association defines simultaneous
multisensory instruction as:

Simultaneous, Multisensory (VAKT):Teaching
uses all learning pathways in the brain (i.e.,
visual, auditory, kinesthetic tactile)
simultaneously or sequentially in order to
enhance memory and learning.
https://dyslexiaida.org/multisensory-structured-language-teaching/
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Examples of Multisensory Instructional Strategies
• Use mirrors for students to see the formation of their mouth when speaking.
• Have students sound out words using the tap out method.
• Incorporate the “Say it, Build it, Write it” strategy.
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MTSS & the Problem Solving Model
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Accommodations & Strategies
Classroom &
Assignments
• peer note taker or provide
students with a copy of
lecture notes or important
information
• allow sufficient time to read
& comprehend material
• software with text-to-speech
& speech-to-text options
• break up a large assignment
into smaller parts

Exams

Organization &
Planning

• extended time

• multi-modal methods to
present material

• alternate testing site with
reduced distractions
• oral exam

• use of calculator
• allow student to dictate
answers to essay and short
answer questions

• provide study guides
• audio books

• create visual graphic
organizers and/or
timelines to help organize
information
• use illustrations with
informational text
• schedules, rules, and
assignments written on
board
• work with student to set
achievable goals
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Accommodations & Strategies
Reading

Writing

Math

• extended time

• allow use of a calculator

• assign peer reading buddies

• allow use of a keyboard
when appropriate

• use visuals and concrete
examples

• review vocabulary prior to
reading

• focus on content vs.
spelling and handwriting

• do not require the student
to read aloud

• student held accountable
for spelling words that
have been mastered only

• use grid paper to help
correctly line up math
problems

• use marker or highlighting
tape to highlight important
textbook sections

• use text summaries to
reduce the amount of
content in a text so students
can focus on core ideas
• Use of graphic organizers

• use of graphic organizers
• speech-to-text software
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• present information and
problems in small
increments
• read story problems aloud

•

extended time
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Dyslexia & Student Strengths
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Dyslexia & Student Strengths
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Florida Statutes
& Intervention Requirements
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2017 Florida Statutes
• s. 1001.215 F.S.
• s. 1004.04 F.S.
• s. 1004.85 F.S.
• s. 1008.25 F.S.
• s. 1011.67 F.S.
• s. 1012.585 F.S.
• s. 1012.98 F.S.

Just Read, Florida! Office
Public accountability and state approval
for teacher preparation programs
Postsecondary educator preparation
institutes
Public school student progression;
student support; reporting requirements
Funds for instructional materials
Process for renewal of professional
certificates
School Community Professional
Development Act
www.FLDOE.org

23

2017 Florida Statutes & Intervention
Requirements
• s. 1008.25(5) F.S.
• (a) Any student in kindergarten through grade 3 who
exhibits a substantial deficiency in reading—based upon
screening, diagnostic, progress monitoring, or
assessment data; statewide assessment; or teacher
observations,—must be provided intensive, explicit,
systematic, and multisensory reading interventions
immediately following the identification of the reading
deficiency. A school may not wait for a student to
receive a failing grade at the end of a grading period to
identify the student as having a substantial reading
deficiency and initiate intensive reading interventions.
www.FLDOE.org
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2017 Florida Statutes & Intervention
Requirements
• s. 1008.25(5) F.S.
• (c) The parent of any student who exhibits a substantial
deficiency in reading, as described in paragraph (a),
must be notified in writing of the following:
• 4. That if the child’s reading deficiency is not remediated by the
end of grade 3, the child must be retained unless he or she is
exempt from mandatory retention for good cause.
• 5. Strategies, including multisensory strategies, through a readat-home plan that the parent can use in helping his or her child
succeed in reading.
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2017 Florida Statutes & Intervention
Requirements
• s. 1008.25(6) F.S.
• (b) …A student who is promoted to grade 4 with a good
cause exemption shall be provided intensive reading
instruction and intervention that include specialized
diagnostic information and specific reading strategies to
meet the needs of each student so promoted. The
school district shall assist schools and teachers with the
implementation of explicit, systematic, and multisensory
reading instruction and intervention strategies for
students promoted with a good cause exemption which
research has shown to be successful in improving
reading among students who have reading difficulties…
www.FLDOE.org

26

2017 Florida Statutes & Intervention
Requirements
• s. 1008.25(7) F.S.
• (a) Students retained under paragraph (5) (b) must be
provided intensive interventions in reading to
ameliorate the student’s specific reading deficiency and
prepare the student for promotion to the next grade.
These interventions must include:
• 1. Evidence-based, explicit, systematic, and multisensory
reading instruction in phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency,
vocabulary, and comprehension and other strategies
prescribed by the school district.
• 2. Participation in the school district’s summer reading camp,
which must incorporate the instructional and intervention
strategies under subparagraph 1.
www.FLDOE.org
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2017 Florida Statutes & Intervention
Requirements
• s. 1012.98(4) F.S.
• (b) 11. Provide training to reading coaches, classroom
teachers, and school administrators in effective methods
of identifying characteristics of conditions such as
dyslexia and other causes of diminished phonological
processing skills; incorporating instructional techniques
into the general education setting which are proven to
improve reading performance for all students; and using
predictive and other data to make instructional
decisions based on individual student needs…

www.FLDOE.org

28

2017 Florida Statutes & Intervention
Requirements
• s. 1012.98(4) F.S.
• (b) 11…The training must help teachers integrate
phonemic awareness; phonics, word study, and spelling;
reading fluency; vocabulary, including academic
vocabulary; and text comprehension strategies into an
explicit, systematic, and sequential approach to reading
instruction, including multisensory intervention
strategies. Each district must provide all elementary
grades instructional personnel access to training
sufficient to meet the requirements of s.1012.585(3)(f).
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2017 Florida Statutes & Intervention
Requirements
• s. 1012.585(3) F.S.
• (f) An applicant for renewal of a professional certificate
in any area of certification identified by State Board of
Education rule that includes reading instruction or
intervention for any students in kindergarten through
grade 6, with a beginning validity date of July 1, 2020, or
thereafter, must earn a minimum of 2 college credits or
the equivalent inservice points in the use of explicit,
systematic, and sequential approaches to reading
instruction, developing phonemic awareness, and
implementing multisensory intervention strategies.
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Additional Resources
• Just Read, Florida! website:
http://www.fldoe.org/academics/standards/just-read-fl/
• FCRR Student Center Activities:
http://www.fcrr.org/curriculum/SCAindex.shtm
• Just Take 20 (reading resources for families and educators):
http://www.fldoe.org/academics/standards/just-readfl/just-take-20/
• Reading Resources for Teachers from the Just Read, Florida!
site: http://www.fldoe.org/academics/standards/just-readfl/resources.stml
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Additional Resources
• International Dyslexia Association Fact Sheets:
https://dyslexiaida.org/fact-sheets/
• What is Dyslexia (video):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zafiGBrFkRM&t=53s
• PD Portal: Check here soon for a new online course about
reading deficiencies and dyslexia! http://pdportal.floridaese.org/
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